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Our Policy on Refusing Blood Transfusion

on Religious or Other Grounds

Kagawa University Hospital

Kagawa University Hospital, in caring for patients who refuse blood transfusion (*1) on
religious or other grounds, adopts the policy set out below, based on the concept of
"conditional non-transfusion (*2)."

1. Explanation of Our Policy and Referral to Other Institutions

Before beginning any course of treatment, we will fully explain to the patient that our hospital follows
a policy of conditional non-transfusion. We will not refuse care solely because a patient declines blood
transfusion. In emergencies and urgent situations, we will accept such patients on the same basis as
any other patient. What we cannot accommodate is the specific request for "absolute non-transfusion
(*3)," not the provision of medical care itself. For patients who wish to receive care under a policy of
absolute non-transfusion, we will provide, as early as possible, the support needed to obtain care at
another medical institution, including the preparation of a referral letter.

2. When You Receive Care at Our Hospital

Choosing to receive care at our hospital constitutes a decision made with an understanding of, and
agreement to, this policy. We make every effort to avoid blood transfusion, employing measures such
as preoperative correction of anemia, autologous transfusion (predeposit and intraoperative
recovery), hemostatic agents, minimally invasive techniques, and hemostatic devices. However, if a
physician determines that a transfusion is necessary to save the patient’s life, the transfusion will be
performed even without the consent of the patient or family. This applies not only in emergencies and
urgent situations, but equally in all clinical settings, including scheduled surgery and medical
treatments such as chemotherapy. When a transfusion has been performed, we will subsequently
explain to the patient the reason and the clinical course.

3. Handling of Release Forms and Related Documents

Our physicians will not sign any release form or other document by which the patient purports to
exempt the hospital or its staff from liability for consequences (including death) resulting from refusal
of transfusion. This is because our hospital cannot commit to a policy of absolute non-transfusion.
When a patient brings or carries an advance directive card or similar document expressing a wish to
refuse transfusion, we will review it as a reference for understanding the patient's wishes; however, our
hospital's policy of conditional non-transfusion will remain unchanged.

4. Scope of Application
This policy applies uniformly to all patients, regardless of state of consciousness, decision-making
capacity, or age.

5. When a Patient Strongly Requests Absolute Non-Transfusion

If a patient strongly requests absolute non-transfusion for compelling personal reasons, we will—
limited to clinical situations that allow sufficient time, such as scheduled or elective surgery and
planned chemotherapy—provide an ample opportunity for dialogue with the relevant clinical
department and our patient consultation office, discussing specific measures to avoid transfusion and
the possibility of treatment at other medical institutions. That said, our hospital will never ultimately
adopt a policy of absolute non-transfusion—neither in emergencies and urgent situations, nor in
scheduled or planned care.

Definitions

*1Blood transfusion: in this policy, "blood transfusion” refers to red blood cell products, platelet products, and plasma
products (fresh frozen plasma). For plasma-derived products such as albumin, immunoglobulins, coagulation
factors, and fibrin glue, and for autologous transfusion, individual patients may hold differing views; these will be
addressed through individual consultation with the attending physician. However, where a physician determines
them to be necessary to save life, the same principle as stated above will apply.

*2 Conditional non-transfusion: an approach under which every effort is made to avoid blood transfusion, but a
transfusion will be performed when necessary to save life.

*3 Absolute non-transfusion: an approach under which no transfusion is performed under any circumstances, even
when death is predicted as a result.
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