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Clinical English   

 

                  

 

 

 

 

Ian Willey ( ) 

 

 

This course will continue students’ education in basic medical English begun in the Medical English course. Clinical 

English will focus on English used in specific medical departments as well as in clinical interviews. Your professional 

English communication skills will improve in this class.  

 

 

Specifically, this course aims to develop students’: 1) questioning skills; 2) history-taking skills; 3) instruction skills; 4) 

explanation skills (speaking simply and clearly!); and 5) pragmatic competence (cultural awareness). Through this practice, 

students’ knowledge of medical English vocabulary and expressions will also be developed. 

 

 

Through this course, students will become enabled to: 

Initiate interviews with patients in English; 

Take social histories and the history of present illnesses from patients; 

Inquire about the location, duration, and intensity of pain/symptoms in medical interviews; 

Use different kinds of questions (e.g., open-ended) to elicit refined information from patients; 

Respond appropriately to patients' questions and concerns; 

Explain medical terminology and conditions in easy-to-understand “laymen’s” English. 

 

 

30%:  In-class work and attendance 

70%:  Final project 

 

 

Class work will center on activities in the textbook (you must bring your textbook to every class) as well as on handouts 

and other materials provided by the instructor. Homework will be assigned from the textbook every week. On occasion 

videos showing English doctor-patient interviews will be shown and discussed in class. Pair-writing and speaking tasks will 

often be done in class. Approximately once per month a clinician will visit the class to discuss English-related medical topics.  
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(1)    Introductions; Work resumes on Professional English in Use: Medicine (PEIUM) 

(2~15)   PEIUM 

(16-17)  PEIUM; Final project assigned & workshop 

(18)     Final projects due 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At Saiwai-cho campus only.  For inquiries: ianwill@cc.kagawa-u.ac.jp. 
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